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Client. American Baptist Seminary of the West;

Keith Russell, President
Total area: 20,000 sq. ft.
Total cost $2,970,000
Cost/square foot $148.50
Completion: June 2001

Renowned architectand engineer Julia
Morgandesigned Hobart Hall, the flag-
ship building of the American Baptist
Seminary of the West. The four-story,
20,000-square-foot building, which
was built in 1919, is a California state
landmark. The building contains class-
rooms and offices, and is within a quar-
ter mile of one of the most dangerous
faults in California.

The program had two key compo-
nents: to modernize the interior and
upgrade the building’s seismic perfor-
mance. All interiors, characteristic of
the period style, were dark
and acoustically live, and the
classrooms had notbeenused
for years. Due to the land-
mark status of the building’s
exterior, all seismic strength-
ening, which included 165
linear feet of concrete shear
wall, had to be constructed in
the interior only.

As part of the moderniza-
tion, the architect designed
multicolored friezes with
halogen spots, colored ceil-
ings with pendant lighting
and stained-glass curtains to
create light in the interiors.
Shear walls were placed to
improve the interior spaces
while respecting the original
design. Customacoustic ceil-
ings were designed to inte-
grate with the style of the
building. A

Study/lecture hall

“Nice use of wood
beams and stained
glass. The colors and
stained glass work well
together. Low
maintenancein
commonareas.”
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